KING'S CLIFFE PARISH COUNCIL

Minutes of the Annual General Meeting of the Parish Council held on Thursday 16™ May 2002 at
King's Cliffe Memorial Hall

02/1. Present: Cllrs.I. Hetherington, L. Crane, W. Court, B. Howard, D. Sharpe, J. Dixon, N Ford
Apologies: A. Howard, A. Hill

The Chairman noted that Vice-Chairman Adrian Urquhart had resigned from the Parish Council
and had personally informed all members. He was not prepared to accept the new Code of
Conduct, adopted by the Parish Council. Two vacancies on the Parish Council will be advertised in
the Gazette and on the notice boards.

02/2. Code of Conduct

The members present submitted their “Declaration of Acceptance of Office” forms for
countersignature by the Clerk.

02/3. Minutes: The Minutes of the AGM on 18" April 2002 were accepted.
Proposed: Cllr. N. Ford Seconded: CllIr. J. Dixon

02/4. Matters Arising: There were no matters arising

02/5. Election of Chairman

Chairman Hetherington proposed that Cllr. Court was elected chairman. This was seconded by
Cllr. N. Ford

02/6. Election of Vice-Chairman

Cllr. Court enquired whether ClIr. Sharpe would be prepared to serve but she declined. He
therefore asked Cllr. Hetherington whether he would be prepared to serve for a limited period of
about 3 months until the Council knew what new members might be elected or co-opted.

Proposed: Cllr. Court Seconded: ClIr J. Dixon
02/7. Register of Interests

This must be completed and submitted by 5™ July, failing which the member is automatically
disqualified from office. To avoid delay at this meeting it was agreed to meet again informally on
Thursday 23™ May at 7.30.pm. to complete and submit the forms.

The procedure, which is recommended is that, the completed forms are sent to the responsible
officer at Thrapston. A copy will be held by the Clerk at King’s Cliffe and brought to every
meeting of the Parish Council. In addition, each Councillor will be provided with a copy of his or
her own form.

Any person wishing to see the Register at Thrapston will be required to state the reason and the
particulars will be held on record. Any person wishing to see the Register at King’s Cliffe will be
required to apply to the Clerk in writing, stating the reason and purpose and the Clerk will record
this. The Register may be examined only before the start of a Parish Council Meeting

Proposed: Cllr. W. Court Seconded Cllr. B. Howard

02/8. Formation of Sub-Committees

Burial Board

Wilfred Court — Chairman Andrew Howard
Jenny Dixon Norman Embleton
Tony Hill Robert Dixon



Tony Peacey

Co-opted members must relinquish voting rights unless they complete the Code of Conduct
declaration. Cllr Court will convey this to the next Burial Board meeting.
Amenities

Daphne Sharpe - Chairman
Laura Crane

Nigel Ford

Jennie Dixon (Tree Warden)

Cllrs. Ford and Crane both declined nominations for Chairman and CllIr. Sharpe agreed to carry on
for three months to be reviewed as and when new Councillors are co-opted onto the Council. As
all committee members are Council members there is no problem with the Code of Conduct

Village Design

Wilfred Court - Chairman Daphne Sharpe Tony Hill
Andrew Howard Anne Cockin Judy Floyd
Bernard Howard Jenny Dixon Iris Horam
Eamon Doherty Norman Embleton Roger Coulthard
Jonathan Armitage Robert Meadows Sue Trow-Smith
Will Spurgeon Tracy Fox

As with the Burial Board, problems will arise due to the Code of Conduct, especially as there are a large
number of co-opted members

Cllr. Hetherington suggested that where there is a budget i.e. Burial Board and Amenities, members must
be bound by the Code of Conduct and co-opted members have no vote. As far as the Village Design
Group are concerned it was agreed that they might become an independent committee, although the
Parish Council would remain supportive in principle. Cllr. Court will discuss this at the next VDG
meeting and suggest the formal sub-committee link Parish Council is severed.

02/9. Appointment of Wardens
Current appointments were noted as follows: -

Footpaths: John Paige
Trees: Cllr. Dixon
Bus Warden: Mrs Wade

02/10. Nominations to other bodies and List of Assets

No new nominations to other bodies have been asked for but ClIr. B. Howard will check the period of his
nomination as Endowed School Governor. The list of assets was tabled.

02/11. Dates of Meetings

Meetings for the coming year will be on the 2™ Thursday of each month and will all be held at the
Memorial Hall usually in the Parlour. A list will be sent to Councillors with the next agenda.

Proposed: Cllr. Ford Seconded: ClIr Crane

02/12. Accounts

Powergen (energy payment) £424.63
Curators Salary (plus adjustments) £ 35.60
Clerk Salary (May) £166.66
Cornhill Insurance plc £227.11

J Dixon £ 15.00



British Telecom £ 40.31

Smith-Hetherington £150.00

W R Court £ 73.03

W R Court (deficit in payments for 2001) £ 483
Additional payment : D Sharpe (dropped kerbs) £ 20.00
Proposed: Cllr. Dixon Seconded: Cllr. Crane

02/13 Planning
Slipe Clay Pit: Notice of Variation 02/00166/CRA

The whole history of the site was again discussed at length and the dangers of asbestos were reviewed. In
view of the High Court decision it seemed unlikely that prohibition would be achieved.

The import and storage of topsoil was accepted as an essential part of the project.

In view of the very specialised nature of the subject the Council felt that they had to rely upon the
expertise and judgement of the County Council’s Officers.

Applications
Single Storey side & rear Extension 3 Dakin Close EN/02/00440/FUL/PRH

No objections provided that the roof of the conservatory is of glass and NOT Perspex or other plastic
materials

Single Storey Dwellinghouse to replace stable complex at Freestone Lodge EN/02/00362/FUL

This application produced a lengthy discussion among Councillors, with differences of opinion. The
proposition was put that the Council would object on the grounds that this would constitute an
unfortunate precedent for backland development in the immediate area and elsewhere in the village.
There were three votes in favour and three against and one abstention. The Chairman gave his casting
vote and the proposal was carried.

02/14 Committee Reports
Amenities

CllIr. Sharpe reported that a grant for £ 200, which she had applied, had been granted by ENC. She
proposed to use this for the long awaited dropped kerb and the duck boarding. However, NCC Highways
(W.T.Atkins) price for the dropped kerbs had risen to £300 therefore she has asked Wayne Andrew to
undertake this at the cost of £100. The price of the kerbs is £20. This will be reported to ENC to allow
them to take photographs to show how the money has been spent.

Allotments — There has been some dumping of wire etc., on uncultivated plots; this must be cleared.
Hedge cutting will be arranged in due season. All allotments tenants have paid their rents — however
there are still a few sites available.

Burial Board

Applications for tombstones for Mr. Westley and Mrs. Cunnington were discussed and there were no
objections.

Proposed: Cllr. Hetherington Seconded: Cllr. Sharpe
A record of the recent Burial Board meeting had been circulated and was accepted

The question of broken and leaning gravestones in the Closed Churchyard was again raised. The PC
remains unconvinced that they have a responsibility here but they had offered to pay 50% of the costs of
repair to make these safe. The Church Warden had replied that their advice from the Diocesan Advisory
Committee was that this was the sole responsibility of the Parish Council although no reasons were



given. It was noted that there have been no relevant decision made in Court. In the circumstances, the
PC decided that they should withdraw their offer which had been made on a goodwill basis and without
prejudice and the reasons should be explained. The Burial Board chairman will try to find out the reasons
for the advice given by the DAC.

It is understood that the PCC has carried out a Health and Safety survey but this Council has not seen it.
The shed in the Cemetery has been fitted with burglar proofing and the wide gates are now padlocked.

It was noted that the New Cemetery is looking very tidy, thanks to Cllr. Dixon

Village Design Group

A letter has been circulated regarding possible reconstitution and a meeting will be called soon to discuss
this. (See item 8, above)

A meeting had been held with Officers and Councillors of the ENC to stress the need for an early
solution to the access problem to the KC1 site and to make a survey of the next area of land. It appeared
that the Council had accepted the need for these actions

02/15. Sports and Play provision in Kings Cliffe

Cllr. Howard stated that the Parish Council should consider the provision of these facilities; there are
grants available — the landfill grants should also be considered.

ClIr. Sharpe had received a letter signed by 77 Middle School and Prince William pupils asking for
Rollerblade and Skateboard facilities; these pupils must be admired for being so keen. They gave
suggested locations i.e. the Moors, the old Station and had researched prices. It was also noted that there
must be facilities to suit all ages, not just the teenagers.

Cllr Court stated there are still funds in the old Playground Committee account and some original
committee members are still living in the village. He will write to them regarding this matter. Michael
Day is willing to help.

It was suggested that a Public meeting should be called when all the facts, cost etc., had been collated. A
letter will be sent to NCC, ENC and ACRE asking for help.

02/17. Golden Jubilee

Adrian Urquhart will print an up-to-date programme for each household. Kate Anstey is assisting him.
Confirmation of insurance is required. The road closure in Hall Yard was noted

02/18. Other Correspondence received

NCC Highways — a letter from Mr. Murray was read to the Council. It was suggested that Mr. Murray
should be invited to visit the village and attend the next or next but one Parish Council Meeting.

NCC Wildlife Survey — letter was given to Cllr. Sharpe regarding the Pocket parks etc.
NCC Highways Open Day at Brixworth was noted and the letter passed to Cllr. B. Howard
Several other items of correspondence were read and noted

02/19. Any Other Business

A request was made for all Parish Councillors to have a copy of the Electoral Roll. The Clerk will
provide these.

A possible hazard from what appeared to be sheets of asbestos-based material was raised and the
situation will be monitored.



Cllr. Ford reported a large tree in Station Road had roots, which were raising the pavement. Cllr. Court
will inspect this.

ClIr. Howard again raised the matter of “raves” at the old bomb dump in the Hornstocks.

There being no further business the meeting closed at 9.55.pm.

The next meeting will be held at 7.30.pm. in the Memorial Hall on 13" June 2002
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